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newscasters were interpreting the development as a Chironian backlash to the Padawski outrages and as a warning to the Terrans of what to expect if Kalens was elected

to head the next administration after his latest public pledge to impose Terran law on Franklin as a first step toward "restabilizing" the planet. Interviews in which Chironians

denied, dispassionately and without embellishment, that they had had anything to do with the incidents were given scant coverage. Reactions among the Terrans were

mixed. At one extreme were the protest meetings and anti-Chironian demonstrations, which in some cases got out of hand and led to mob attacks on Chironians and

Chironian property. At the other, a group 'of two hundred Terrans who believed the bombings to have been the work of the Terran anti-Chironian extremists announced that

they were leaving en masse and had to be stopped by a cordon of troops. Before they could disperse they were attacked by an inflamed group of anti-Chironians, and in the

ensuing brawl the Chironians looked on as impassive spectators while Terrans battled' Terrans, and Terran troops in riot gear tried to separate them.."Seriously?" Leilani's

eyes widened. Her hand paused with a forkful of pasta halfway between plate and.opening and the brief clatter of something being fumbled from a closet floated back into

the room..hasn't acquired Curtis's dread of this human monster. She seems to have an opinion of her own, to which.locales is entirely coincidental..wore the full-length

embroidered slip with flounce-trimmed skirt that she had bought last month at a flea."Wait a minute, wait a minute," Bernard interrupted, raising a hand in alarm. "Just what

the hell is this7 What's a das?--".The features behind the other's visor remained unsmiling. "Mister Fallows to you, Sergeant." The voice was icy. "I'm sorry, but I have work

to do. I presume you have as, well. Might I suggest that we both get on with it." With that he clasped the handrails of the 'ladder, stepped backward off the platform .to slide

gently down to the level below, and turned away to rejoin the others.
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